
Est. number of students impacted: 100 
Est. number of artist contact hours: 15  hours for 4 classes. 
Animal Classification with 2nd grades 
FIVE DAY LESSON PLAN:  SHADOW PUPPETS – ANIMAL GROUPS  (Grade 2) 
GOALS: - Reinforce student understanding of different animal groups. 

- Research a subject and find visual references to create a shadow puppet
- Practice collaboration and teamwork in a group performance.

METHOD: Each class will choose to focus on Mammals, Reptiles, Amphibians, Fish, or Birds. 
Each students will be assigned an animal and lines from the script to create and perform. PRE-
RESIDENCY   I work with the teachers to create a rhymed script that includes facts such as 
habitat, number of species, characteristics and examples of each animal group. Teachers 
introduce the students to the subject beforehand, assign parts, and read through the script 
with the class.  
DAY ONE 
I introduce shadow puppetry by presenting a brief history with examples from around the 
world.  After a quick demonstration, students use visual references to design their characters 
and cut them out.  It helps to have a couple extra sets of adult hands/parents to help. 
TEACHER SUPPORT: Practice with students reading the script aloud. 
DAY TWO 
I record each student reciting their lines from the script. (This requires several hours of 
editing on my part outside of class to clean the recordings, balance the sound, and add music 
& effects.) 
DAY THREE: Students finish their shadow puppets by creating inside cuts with punches, 
applying colored cellophane, and attaching rods. It helps to have a couple extra sets of adult 
hands/parents to help. 
TEACHER SUPPORT:  Play the finished sound track in class whenever possible. Help any 
students who were absent to catch up with their classmates. 
DAY FOUR: Each student parades their puppets for the class.  I block the performance and 
begin rehearsal. 
DAY FIVE 
Final rehearsal with each class and preparation for the afternoon performance.  
SCHEDULE: 45 minutes for each class for the first four days (with a ten-minute break in 
between classes to clean up and reset.)  For the fifth day, 30 minute rehearsal per class, 30 
minute group orientation in auditorium, 30 minute performance.  Often schools invite other 
classes and/or parents. 
SUPPLIES: School provides plain paper, pencils, scissors, scotch tape 
I provide poster board, punches, exacto tools, cellophane, rods, duck tape, shadow screen, 
light, recording equipment.   
Est. COST: fifty cents per student 
Common Core Integration:
Science
Structures and Functions of Living Organisms:
2.L.1 Understand animal life cycles through drawing, and creating a puppet that transforms 
to show each stage of the life cycle. Use this understanding to compose a written piece 
about the animal's life cycle.
ELA
Narrative Writing:
W 2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 
events, include details to describe actions, thoughts and feeling,  use temporal words to 
signal event order and provide a sense of closure.
exts, compose a text about an animal's life cycle.



Research Skills:
W 2.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question.
Use of Language:
RL 2.4 Describe how words and phrases supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem 
or song. Using this knowledge of rhythm and meaning, compose a poem about an 
animal's life cycle.
Informative Writing:
W 2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts 
and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
Using this knowledge of informative/explanatory to answer a question.
Use of Language:
RL 2.4 Describe how words and phrases supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem 
or song. Using this knowledge of rhythm and meaning, compose a poem about an 
animal's life cycle.
Informative Writing:
W 2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts 
and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
Using this knowledge of informative/explanatory texts, compose a text about an 
animal's life cycle.
Social Studies
Culture:
2.C.1 Understand how various cultures influence communities. A discussion about the
use of puppetry in different cultures will be part of our introduction to the unit.

Student Goals:
• Students will gain a preliminary understanding of how puppetry is used in

storytelling across different cultures.
• Students will select an animal and its lifecycle to portray as a puppet.
• Student's demonstrate knowledge of animal life cycle through drawing and

designing a puppet that transforms for each stage in its life cycle.
• Students demonstrate understanding of animal life cycles by writing a poem,

narrative or expository composition.
• Students will complete puppet respresenting all stages of their animal's life cycle.
• Students will use their constructed puppet in a music video to show the different

stages of an animals life cycle as part of a larger ecosystem.



Activites Timeline Results
The history of puppetry and how 
puppets are used in storytelling 
across different cultures.

Day 1: May 9th, 1:00-2:30pm Based on pre and post assessment 
data, teachers will be able to asses 
student knowledge on the art of 
puppetry. Students gain a 
preliminary understanding of how 
puppetry is used in storytelling across 
different cultures. 

Begin to draw and cut puppets Days 2-3: May 16th 8:15-11:15, 
May 17th 8:15 - 9:15 (1 hour/class)

Students will select, draw and begin 
to construct animal puppet.

Finish construction of shadow 
puppets

Days 3-4: May 17th 9:15 - 11:15, 
May 18th 8:15-10:15 (1 hour/class)

Students will select, draw and finish  
construction of animal puppet.

Students record poetry piece 
associated with their puppet

Days 5-6: May 19th 8:15-11:15, 
May 20th 8:15-11:15 (90 
minutes/class)

Student's demonstrate 
understanding of animal life cycles 
written poetry.

Students reherse animal life cycle 
production.

Days 7-8: May 23rd and 24th 8:15-
11:15 (90 minutes/class)

Students will reherse for final 
presentation to parents on 5/26.

Students have final rehersal 
before presentation.

Day 9: May 26th,  9am-11am (1/2 
hour/class)

Students put finishing touches on 
presentation for 5/26

Final presentation/performance Day 9: May 26th, 12pm-1:00pm Final presentation for parents
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