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Claxton Elementary- Make and Design with Math in 
Mind  
Awardees: Amy Brown, Kimberly Eggett 

Our goal is to offer lessons and resources that show math concepts in a different way in order 

to help not only close our achievement gap, but also make math exciting for our students. By 

presenting math concepts through inquiry, our students are being given 21st century skills to 

solve real world problems in collaboration with peers. Whether it be through robotics or by 

sewing a project, all students will work through a design model with support of the Claxton 

media team.  

Our goal is to have all teachers visit our makerspace, understand what a makerspace is, and 

offer lessons that encourage STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 

Mathematics) for all students. We also want to offer extracurricular clubs that support the 

makerspace with Young Tinkerers and the continuation of Coding Club. 

Teachers Impacted: 32 

Students Impacted: 250 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Hall Fletcher Elementary- Today's Kindergartners, 
Tomorrow's Technology Leaders  
Awardees: Shelley Haney, Darcy Grimes, Shambra Watkins, Yetta Williams 

Many of our students come to us as students, particularly those living in poverty, don't have 

the skills needed to begin learning in a digital learning environment that will follow them 

throughout school and into the workplace.  Technology bridges the gap between students 

who have and those who don't.  In doing so, the achievement gap is bridged as we well.  

Kindergarten is often overlooked when it come to technological needs due to the needs of 

older students.  Technology allows us to have meaningful learning experiences by allowing 

students to visit places through Skype and digital field trips.  It brings hands-on learning 

opportunities that are meaningful and interesting.  We feel that that exposing students to 

technology earlier has a threefold benefit.  Student motivation is increased thereby increasing 

academic achievement and creating more technology literate students that are prepared for 

living in a digital world.  

Teachers Impacted: 4 

Students Impacted: 60 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Isaac Dickson Elementary- Cultivating Mindfulness in 
Teachers and Students 
Awardees: Leslie Blaich, Mary-Ann Bolton, May Castelloe, Scott Fisher 
 

As Kindergarten and EC teachers, we serve children and families during what is often their 

first experience in a school setting, and we see the challenges they face when expected to 

manage the demands of academic and social-emotional learning all at once. While we believe 

this experience is challenging for all children and families, we notice that it can be especially 

difficult for our students living in poverty. Access to a mindfulness curriculum levels the 

playing field with regards to the non cognitive skills that are so important to school success.  

Through this work, our classrooms will become models of safe, positive, and productive 

places for all teachers, students, and families. Since the success from our 2015-2016 Fellows 

study, we are excited to extend this learning opportunity to our whole school.  

We deeply believe, based on personal experiences and research, that this work will strengthen 

our teaching and benefit our students (and whole school community) not only while they are 

in our classrooms, but throughout their educational careers and lives. 

Teachers Impacted: 36 

Students Impacted: 565 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Vance Elementary- The Community Resiliency Model at 
Vance 
Awardees: Amy Powchak, Adriana Sparkman 
 

Staff and students deal with stressful events of varying magnitude on a daily basis. When 

stress is not effectively handled, it has the potential to negatively impact daily performance 

and productivity of both teachers and students, alike. The impact of stress on adults may 

result in low tolerance for challenging behaviors, mounting frustrations, high or low emotional 

responses and ineffectiveness as a leader in the classroom. In students, stress or crisis may 

present as indifference, anger, frustration, acting out or lack of engagement in the classroom.  

Through training, practice and implementation of the six wellness skills of the Community 

Resiliency Model, the staff and ultimately the students will be equipped to identify and 

develop skills to broaden their Resilient Zones and better deal with life's stressors. As stated 

in the Community Resiliency Model Workbook, "When you are in your Resilient Zone you can 

think clearly, handle feelings better and manage the sensations inside the body." (p.5)  Our 

school community will become empowered to understand biological responses to trauma 

and build resilience through a unified systemic approach. 

Teachers Impacted: 65 

Students Impacted: 483 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Vance, Jones and Hall Fletcher Elementaries- 
Self-Regulation Toolkit 
Awardees: Debbie Lardieri, Dina Streeter, Jasperina Whiteside, Jessica Jackson, Susanne 

Olson, Colleen Fredrick, Susan Hale 

 

Students are entering our classrooms lacking social/emotional/behavioral skills that allow 

them to perform at their fullest potential.  This resource will allow us to explicitly teach self 

regulation skills, self control, emotional well being, empathy and healing for the rest of their 

lives. Students will benefit from this resource as these skills develop so too will their 

executive function which directly impacts future academic success. 

Teachers Impacted: 9 

Students Impacted: 180 

 

 

 

 

 

 


